
“TO i]lflict c~ueltics on defenseless creatu~es, ox condo]le s Ch

acts, is to abuse cne of tlhe car-dii-,al
‘e;:~~j<~;’w’ ‘WACPXP<BR>– leve~errce foi life. “ - Dr. Jon Evans,

Soucce
URGENT ACTION ALERT FROM THE AMERI(7AN ANTI–VIVISE(7TION <RR>
SOCIETY <http://www.aavs.oi-g/> <W.>
(A Melrbe~ of tlhe Campaign for Responsible ‘Transplantation) <BR>

To whom it may conce~-n:

Food and Drug Adrninistlatic.1 (FDA) guidelines issued April 6, 1999,
instituted a de facto ban on nonhl]man ~}~imate xenogr-aft.s becal]se
they would expose patients and the public to “significant
infectious disease xisk” (Docket No. 99D-L1557). But the guidelines
failed to address dawgers with othe~ species. Transgenic pigs a~e
con.sideled the sou~ce animals of choice fuz xenotldr]splant_s despit_e
tl:= existence of ove~ 25 diseases in pigs tlhat can infect humans.

Pigs are l~ot safe~ than nonhuman primates: witness swine influenza, the
Pol-cille ~rrdrl(~enolls Ret]-oviruses, p~:-~nly~~vi]-us, ~n~ the neli N~p~i~fr

vi~us in Malaysia that infected ove~ 250 humans, killed
103, and led to the slau[ghte~ of SO:._ 1 million pigs. ‘There are
safer, rr.ole cost–effective, a]ld humane alternatives to
xelloLLdnsplall Ldtioll LhdL dle 11oL beil]J exploled by IegulatoLy
authorities. These include investinq heavily in p~eventive medicine
plograms to reduce the need for transplants 01 all kinds, and
il]cr-easing t!le pool of human o]:gans as nlal~y F,uropean cou]t]-ies have
done th~ouigh legislat~ve schemes. I respectfully demand that the
E,eDaltrnellt of Hea~th ai]d Humdn SeLvices ball Xenotlarlsplantation,

!1 clm all nonhrimar] species immediately,

1 Xerlutld]]splar~tatioll should be ba~nrled regardless of the species
of animal bein~ considered. Pigs are not ally safer than nonhuman
primates : witness swine illflticnza, tlhe Porcine Endogcllous
Retrovi ]-uses (PERVS), the Aust~.al~an paramyxovirus; a novel strajn

of Hepatitis E, foul)d in US pig heids, and the new Malaysiarl
“Nipah” virus that lhas devastated humans and pigs alike. (The
“nfluenza1 vi~-us of 1918, which ~esentiled a cormnon swine flu, killed
mol-e per)ple ill nmdel-n histo l-y tlhar ,a]lyic}t!nel-f=piclemic in[cll~<iir]{]
AIDS and the Blat}: Plague; and FEP.VS, pl-esellt tl-,rougho12t the pig
gc!lornc, have infected human cells ii-lvit~o)

~. The FDA violated Lhe naLional,.
Znvi~oninental Policy Act by

failiny to pe~form an envi~onrnental impact statement befo~e

allowing clinical :<enotLansplar~tatiorl experiments

3. Xenotransplantation is receiving substantial public (alnd

plivate) financing, without adequate public debate. The FDA should
not use taxpayer dollars to develop xenot~ansplantation without the
publiu’s cullserlt

4. There are safer, mole cost–effective, and humane alternatives to
xenotranspl antatiolr that al-e not hejng e.splo~ed by xegl]latory
authorities. These include investing heavily in preventive medicine
programs to reduce the need for transplants of all kirlds, arid

increasing the pool of human organs as many European countries have
Successfully d.f->net~lIbugh ~e!JiSldtiVe schemes
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5. The Department of Health and Hwnan Services should ban

xenotransplantation, from all nonhuman species immediately.

SinceIely,

ROBYN REICHERT

BOYNTON BEACH, FLORIDA


